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Graduate Academic Endorsement Application
Application Overview

The Association of Child Life Professionals (ACLP) defines endorsement of graduate academic pro-
grams in child life, or with a concentration in child life, as an assurance that a program meets the
curriculum mapping, course content, and faculty requirements set forth by the ACLP. Graduate En-
dorsement is a voluntary process of self-study and external review intended to evaluate, enhance,
and publicly recognize graduate programs which meet the standards prescribed by ACLP. The pur-
pose of this process is to promote the interests of students through improving the quality of teach-
ing, learning, and professional practice and moving towards graduate accreditation and establishing
academic eligibility towards certification.

Graduate academic programs that meet the following expectations will be considered for
endorsement:

1. A master’s degree in child life or related area with a concentration in child life

2. Employment of at least 1.0 FTE faculty member who:
® Holds an advanced degree
® s a Certified Child Life Specialist (CCLS)

® Isinvolved in child life program decision making and curriculum development



Graduate Academic Endorsement Application
Academic Program Application Checklist

Please complete this checklist prior to submitting your Graduate Academic Endorsement Applica-
tion to ensure all required materials are present.

U Ensure that your program meets all requirements for graduate endorsement.

U Download and complete the Graduate Academic Endorsement Application from the Graduate
Endorsement page of the ACLP website.

Include the following Supporting Documents in the submitted application files:

Application

Inclusion: Document .
Section

= Curriculum Vitae for all individuals teaching within program, in-
clusive of adjunct instructors

Letter from Dean/Chair of Academic Unit/Department verifying
a faculty member who participates in program and curriculum de-
velopment and meets the following requirements:

® Holds an Advanced Degree

e Current Child Life Certification

® Minimum 1.0 FTE

00 Upload all narratives and supporting documentation to ACLP’s Application Portal

0 Export a PDF of the original application and supporting documents for your records.

[J Send a nonrefundable administrative review fee of $1750.00 (USD) to the Association of Child
Life Professionals.
e Applications submitted online will not be processed or reviewed until fee is received.

Please send a check made out to the Association of Child Life Professionals (with Grad-
uate Endorsement in the memo line) to the address below OR call 571-483-4500 to pay
electronically.

Association of Child Life Professionals

Attn: Graduate Endorsement

1820 N Fort Myer Drive, Suite 520

Arlington, VA 22209
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Graduate Academic Endorsement Application

Name of College/University:

College/University Address:

Graduate Academic Program Applying for Endorsement
(e.g., Master of Science in Child Life, Master of Science in Human Development, Child Life Con-
centration)

Which label best describes the child life component of your Graduate Academic Program?

[ Master’s degree in child life [1Concentration/emphasis/stream in child life

Academic Unit/Department of Program: | Chair of Academic Unit/Department:

Primary Program Contact: Title:

Mailing Address:

Preferred Phone:

Email address:

Fax:

Secondary Contact Person Name: Title:

Mailing Address:

Preferred Phone:

Email address:

Fax:




Graduate Academic Endorsement Application

Statement of Understanding

e I attest that the information enclosed in this application is true and accurate to the best of
my knowledge.

e [ read, understand, and agree to abide by the Child Life Code of Ethics.

e Upon endorsement, I understand that if requested from the general public, the ACLP will
confirm the following: endorsement status (current, expired, never endorsed), and effec-
tive/expiration dates.

e T understand that the ACLP reserves the right to verify any information I have providedin
the application.

e T understand that once materials are submitted, the application and supporting documents
become the property of the ACLP and will not be returned.

e I understand that evaluation scores will be released to the ACLP, the primary contact per-
son, and secondary contact person listed on this application.

e That graduate programs will teach utilizing a broad range of teaching modalities that include
action-based skill development and understanding.

Primary Contact Signature:
Primary Contact Printed Name:

Date:

Dean Signature:

Dean Printed Name:


https://www.childlife.org/docs/default-source/certification/child-life-code-of-ethics.pdf

Narrative Description of the Graduate Academic Program

The graduate endorsement application contains 5 sections (Care of Infants Youth and Families,
Professional Responsibility, Education and Supervision, Research Fundamentals and Administra-
tion.

To earn endorsement programs must demonstrate that they are meeting each standard and the
sub-standards within each section of the application. Programs will have the opportunity to writea
brief narrative and upload supporting documentation to demonstrate mastery of the standards.

It is up to programs to determine the types of supporting documentation they would like to sub-
mit to demonstrate they are meeting each standard and sub-standard. At a minimum, programs
should submit relevant course syllabi. To ensure reviewers can accurately and efficiently review
applications, programs should highlight or otherwise reference specific aspects of supporting ma-
terials that demonstrate standard mastery.

You will be able to upload as many as 5 supporting documents for each sub-standard

Care of Infants Youth and Families

Standard A: The ability to assess the developmental and psychosocial needs of infants, chil-
dren, youth and families

Narrative Information: Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information: Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information: Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information: Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information:
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

Narrative Information:
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

Narrative Information:
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads




Standard B: The ability to initiate and maintain meaningful and therapeutic relationships

with infants, children, youth and families

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Standard C: The ability to provide opportunities for play for infants, children, youth, and fam-

ilies.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Standard D: The ability to provide a safe, therapeutic and healing environment for infants,

children, youth, and families.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Standard E: The ability to support infants, children, youth, and families in coping with stress-
ful events.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Standard F: The ability to provide teaching, specific to the population served, including psy-
chological preparation for potentially stressful experiences, with infants, children, youth, and

families.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document

300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

II. Professional Responsibility

a. Demonstrate an understanding of the scope of practice as defined by the ap-
propriate state jurisdiction or regulatory organization.
Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




b. Demonstration of an understanding of the interconnections between scope of prac-

tice and practice setting.

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

c. Take action to ensure personal responsibilities and professional competencies are
maintained and do not fall below a level considered acceptable in the field of practice.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads
d. Manage overlaps in scope of practice with other professions.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




a. Recognize and describe how personal challenges and learning needs in
knowledge and practice skills may impact service delivery.
Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

b. Identify resources and opportunities for professional development.
Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

c. Articulate reasons for and impact of under-involvement and over-involvement of

professionals with children and families.
Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




d. Articulate the impact of one’s own culture, values, beliefs, and behaviors on interac-

tions with diverse populations.

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

Standard C: The ability to function as a member of the service team.

a. Describes services and resources of other professionals and identify their roles and

functions.

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document

Uploads

b. Identify the unique contribution of the family and professionals in the provision of

care.

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document

Uploads




c. Articulate the organizational structure and function of the interdisciplinary team.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

d. Describe the impact of communication styles on groups and individuals.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

e. Identify the importance of advocacy in collaboration with the medical team.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




f. Recognize the integral role of patient and family within the interdisciplinary team.

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

I1I. Education and Supervision

Narrative Information

300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads

Narrative Information
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links)

Document
Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

IV. Research Fundamentals

Standard A: The ability to integrate clinical evidence and fundamental child life knowledge

into professional decision making.
a. Describe research methodologies that are relevant to the child life field (qualitative,
quantitative, mixed methods, evidence-based practice, and quality improvement).

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

b. Articulate the role and purpose of research design.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




V. Administration

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads




d. Identify information necessary for effectively managing resources.

Narrative Information Document
300 words maximum, upload relevant documents (no external links) Uploads

Thank you!

Once completed your application will be sent to 3 members of our Academic Review Commit-
tee for review. Reviews may take up to 12 weeks to complete. Once completed you will be noti-
fied of your results via USPS mail.

If you have any questions please email ACLP Manager of Program Standards, Emily Eagon
(EEagon@childlife.org).



mailto:EEagon@childlife.org
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